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THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 


TO THE 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


OF THE 


TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 
it 


¡2 
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To the Honorable Council and House of Representatives of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Montana: 


| Gentlemen — 


You have met here the representatives of the people, in the first 
Lenslatwe Assembly of the Territory of Montana. To your hands is 
committed the honorable but responsible duty of enacting such laws as 

| may conduce to the happiness and prosperity of the people. To enact the 
first laws, to set in motíon the machinery of a government for a young but 
| rapidly growing territory, is a task of no ordinary import, and the limited 
tme assigned for your labors by the act of organization, will require of 
E you the most patient industry and unswerving devotion to business “I have 
B no doubt you have assembled with the energy and resolute purpose com- 
: mensurate with the high and responsible duties you have assumed, and it 
NW be omes my duty, as well as my highest pleasure, to co-operate with you 
in every measure for the advancement of the interest of the people of this 
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TERRITORIAL PROSPERITY 

In the prosecution of our labors, we should find abundant encourage- E 
ment and incentive in the unparalleled growth and prosperity of our ter- i 
ritory But a few years since the country now embraced in the territory 
of Montana was little better known than the interior of Africa. A few 
E explorers had passed over it, a few hunters and trappers had found their 
way into its mountain fastnesses, but its vast resources were unknown— 
the rich deposits of precious metals lay concealed, awaiting the all- 
A enduring enery and patient research of the hardy miner, It is now, only 
& little more than two years since gold was first discovered here, and less 
than six months since our territorial organization, and now we rival the 
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oldest of our sister territories in population, and are inferior to none in 
future promise Within this short time, large settlements have been made, 
society has been organized, and towns and cities have sprung up with a 
rapidity and growth that challenges credulity and almost realizes the 
witdest dreams of romance And when we take into consideration the 
distance we are from the settled portions of our country, the long stretch 
of desert and mountain which intervenes, the growth of this territory seems 
indeed marvelous, and speaks well for the energy &nd' enterprise of our 
people The tide of immigration which has set in upon us with such 
force during the past year, will increase in power and magnitude with ea: h 
succeeding year, thousands in the states are now looking to this territory 
as the field for future enterprise and at no distant day our population will 
not only warrant, but require our admission as one of the states of the 
American Union 


ROADS TO THE STATES 


In view of the immense immigiation flockíng to our territory, I wou'd 
respectfully call your attention to the importance of the construction of a 
road to the states more direct than any that has yet been opened The 
usual route from the Missouri river, both for immigration and freight is 
now by way of Fort Laramie, south pass and the Lande road, 
or by the still more circuitous one up the South Platte  throu:h 
Bridger’s Pass and Great Salt Lake City These routes impose upon 
every peron seeking our territory, not only hundreds of miles of unnece - 
sary travel, but the crossing and recrossing of the Rocky Mountains. lan 
sure that a more feasible route can be established to the Northweste'n 
States, shortening the distance six or seven hundred miles, and avoidi: g 
altogether the necessity of crossing the Rocky Mountains I believe th t 
Congress has already, by an act approved June 30th, 1864, established a 
post road from Sioux City, in the state of Iowa, via Yankton, in the Temi- 
tory of Dakota, Niobrarah, in Nebraska, to Gallatin, in our own Territory 
This route is perhaps as direct and unexcentíonable as any that could be 
Selected, and would form a continuous and nearly direct route from the 
Northwestern States to Walla Walla. Could this road be opened, it would 
be of inestimable value to this Territory, forming, as it would, a great 
highway through the very heart of our Territory, connecting us more 
nearly with the east and the west, the Atlantic and Pacific States I 
would, therefore, recommend that you memorialize Congress upon this! 
subject, asking for an appropriation sufficient to open the road at an early 
period, and I trust that our Delegate will, at the earliest possible moment, | 
urgé upon Congress the importance of this measure, which so vitally affects 
our prosperity : 
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MINING INTERESTS 
The mining interests of our Territory will claim your early and earnest 
consideration The new discoveries of gold and silver establish beyond a 
reasonable doubt that this is to be not only one of the richest but one of 
the most permanent mining countries on the continent These facts, now 
so well demonstrated, will invite capital and labor, and these valleys 
will soon resound with the clash of machinery, taking from our mountains 
the untold wealth which for ages has awaited the hand of industry I 
would call your special attention to an act passed by the Legislative As- 
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sembly of the Territory of Idaho, and approved Feb 4th, 1864, entiteld "An : Mu 
act relating to the discovery of gold and silver quartz leads, and of the we ch 
manner of their location" It appears to me that this law 1s inadequate EI 4 
to the wants of our people, and some of its provisions unjust and oppress- Venu. 
iv» The fifth section of this act reads as follows "Quartz claims recerd- SE 
ed in accordance with the provision of Section 4, of this act, shall entitle Pos 


th: person so recording to hold the same to the use of himself, his heirs ] 
or assigns, Provided, that within six months after date of recording he f 
shull perform, or cause to be performed thereon, work amounting in | 
value to the sum of one hundred dollars" The proviso in this sechon ap- 
peirs to me,to be particularly unwise It bears with great severity upon 
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thit hardy and persevering class of men who have endured so much priva- Lus i 
tin and labor in bringing to hght the resources of the country What- i: xA 
Ge 


evor obstacle in the way of legislation is thrown into the path of the pros- 
pe tor, will retard our progress and development When capital and Ê 
muchinery have found their way into this Territory sufficient to work these DEN 
m.nes, then it will be for the interest of persons holding claims to open MEN 
them and it will require no legislation to quicken the promptings of self- 
interest, but until that time, the expenditure proposed would be simr)y a 
Waste of time and money, I would further suggest whether it would not 
be advisable to reduce a quartz claim from 200 to 100 feet m length, and 
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also whether the number of claims on a lode should not be limited each ys 

way from discovery. EN 

h THE SEIGNORAGE ACT. E, 
Intimately connected with this subject is another in which the people É 

of this Territory feel a deep and sensitive interest I allude to the schemes Yet 

Antroduced into Congress for the disposal and taxation of mineral lands E. 

While I am confident that the general government would intentionally do ipa? 

hothing to our detriment, yet through a misconception of our true situation FR os 


And the peculiar nature of mining interests, it might inflict upon us an irre- 
parable injury We should be willing, as we are, to do our part in support 
“of the government under which we live, but we should rarse, our protest 
‘against such measures, which strike a direct blow at our prospenty- 


The life of the miner is one of privation and hardship, and mining is 
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proverbially precarious The claim which to-day appears inexhaustible, 
may to-morrow be worthless. The miner should pay like every other man, 
upon what he is worth, and taxation should rest, not upon the unknown 
and possible, but upon the known and actual Government should find its 
support in the wealth that is, and not m the wealth that may be. I hope 
that we have heard the last of such measures, and that Government will 
adhere to 1ts long established policy The Government oft the United States 
has too deep an interest in these mining districts to legíslate rashly From 
them 19 to be drawn the wealth that is to sustain its credit and redeem its 
promises—and every miner who lifts the pick and shovel is an ally of 
Government, and every pound of gold taken out adds to its stability and 
power. 'Phat mad proposition made at the last session of Congress, to have 
Government seize the mines and turn off the miners, was a blow aimed 
alike at us and the Government of which we are a part, and had its origin 
in thé rancor of disloyalty If mining is to be taxed (which I think it 
should not be), the least oppressive and least offensive method would be to 
tax the gold at the mint, where ultimately most of the gold will find its 
way. I would suggest the propriety of your memoriahzing Congress upon 
this subject 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

The past year has beeri one of peace and prosperity to the people af 
this Territory. The numerous Indian tribes within our-borders have mani; 
fested a friendly disposition, and few acts of violence or lawlessness have 
been perpetrated. It is for the best interests of this Territory that these 
amicable relations should be cultivated and continued. While I shall en- 
deavor to punish with promptness and severity any Indian aggression 
upon our settlements, I shall ât the same time hold to a strict accounta- 
bility any who may trespass spf" “he rights of the Indian. In this way 
only can peace be maintained, You will determine whether any additional 
legislation is: necessary for the punishment of lawless and unprincipled 
men, who engage in unlawful traffic with the Indians. I trust that the 
Government will at an early day, take steps for the extinguishment. of the 
Indian title in thís Territory, jn order that our lands may be brought íntŷ 
market. Y 
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- AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. F 
The agricultural Interests of this Territory.claim your earnest consider- 


` ‘ation. Most of the necessaries of life have heretofore been brought from 


the States or Salt Lake valley—hundreds of miles over mountainous roads 
This has rendered prices? almost, fabulous, taking from the miner much of 
“his hard earnings Our population ìs increasing with such rapidity that We 
cannot Jonger depend “upon” foreign supplies. “We must'look to ourselves, 
and as soon as possible- “become a. self-sustaining people. While mining, "as 
snow, will ever constitute the paramount interest, yet agriculture must form 
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ihe enduring basis of our prosperity. Without it, we are but tributaries es 


t 


PRI: 
"ES 


to, and dependencies upon, surrounding but far distant settlements, Our 
necessities will constitute the measure of their demands, and we shall 
remain the victims of a heartiess cupidity, and this, too, while we can 
boast of as fertile lands, of as mch valleys, as any country on the “conti 
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hent Wheat, and indeed all the cereals, can be raised here in abundance, as NS 
ihe past year has fully demonstrated, and every vegetable that can be DN 
raised ın the states grows here much moie abundantly Stock, which in Res 
other countries requires so much labor and forethought to provide for its $33 
winter subsistence, here hves and fattens through the winter im our 
valleys. I know of no country so inviting to the husbandman as this, where E 
labor meets with such sure and munificent rewards. To your fostering ps 
gue and encouragement I commit this great,interest. — o 
: EDUCATION. "oS o 
5 t will devolve upon you to devise some system of education to meet i. 
the immediate wants of our people. The Government, with a wise fore- E EA 
thought, has made liberal provisions for this purpose in the Organic Act, H B ^n 
setting apart two sections of land in each township for the establishment ME 
of a school fund With proper care, these lands will furnish a rich endow- E ae i 
ment for our, common schools, placing them upon a sure and permanent, . T x. 
basis But these lands are, not now available, and it may be years before o. zi 
$e can realize any considerable advantage from them Hundreds of chil- 5 8 
dien are now in the Territory, which a wise legislation wil) not-permit to P N " ' 
mow up in ignorance, for, in a free government like ours; where puble a E Er 
measures are submitted to the judgment of the people, it ìs of the highest ig 
Tn emau. 


importance that that people should be so educated as to understand the 
Dearing of publie measures. A self-ruling people must be educated, or 
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prejudiee and passion will assume the power, and anarchy “will “soon or at xD 
usurp the authority of govérnrnent. Children are in one sense the property... io i 27 
of the public, and it is one ot the highest and most solemn dues of the? eus i 
State to furnish ample provision for their education. It has been well said; * a 
by, a distinguished jurist that ít is cheaper to educate the boy than. Ü Os. Tas 

punish the man, and if the education of the boy is neglected, the pusisti-." .- : Uu 
ment of the man may become .&2 necessity, for crime and ignorance - 897: ps = ru 
band in hanâ yn. ee AL mh, o pg E ive 

MAIL FACILITIES "Er 


i Our mail facilities are altogether inadequate to meet the Wants of our LAE 
M - 

extended and growing population, A mail route should be established from vx ; $ 

Virginia City-to Gallatin: another from Virginia. City to Fort "Benton la: 


x 
Prickly Pear Valley, and One from-Bannack City to Jocko, with? postotíices T qs Hi 
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at Willow- Creek,: Fort 'Owên; Hell Gate and Jocko, I ‘would recommend ., P Suam AF 
that you mernoridlize-the Postmaster General and ask for this. ádditiónal EN. ES 
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TAXATION, ` 2 


3 ' ^ The question of taxation will-be one of no small difficulty and will rë- 
quire much, of your time. Taxation should be as light as the necessities 
of the public wil permit. A sufficient amount of money must be raised 
by taxation to meet the internal and municipal wants of the Territory, 
Political economists have said that no tax law can be aj absolutely just and 
Yer equal Yet wise legislation should aim at justice and ¿quality 50 that ng 

class or occupation shall bear an undue proportion of the public burden i 
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à NATIONAL, CURRENCY. 
. _ The subject of currency is beginning to agitate the minds of our people, 
and many are “of the opinion that interest and patriotism alike require 
our "adoption of the National Currency. Wherever it has been adopted, 
either m State or ‘Territory, the increasing prosperity of the people has 
attested “the wisdom of the measure. . The loyal states that have adopted 
this currency, nothwithstanding the burdens of a gigantic and protracted 
^ war, are prosperous beyond all former precedent and the people are 
richer than when the war commenced. Gold dust with us is an article ol 
trade, and> when we attempt to make it a currency we close the door 
against the introduction of foreign cápital. Califorma alone among tat 
J loyal states has refused. thé adoption of the National Currency; the effect 
upon her has been most disastious, The Governor of that State, in alluding 
to this subject, makes use of the following language: “Here in Calìfornu 
the enterprise that would develop our unbounded resources is checked ant 
repressed for the want of capital; while the necessary amount to supply 
the deficiency. is w aiting at our doors to haxe its entrance invited and it: 
standard of value adopted. ” If such has been the effect of this policy upot 
a comparatively old state like. California, what must be its consequenc 4 
in an infant Territory like ours. Let us adopt this currency and capita 
will find its way ; here in abundance to SHICKÓR enter prise and enlarge the 
field of industry. ~ Hg 5 a 

= i PENITENTIARY. - 

' It may be necessary during this session to make some provision for tni 
confinement of criminals; if no sultahìe bullding can be obtained, om 
should be erected as soon as possible. I have no doubt Congress will mak: 
& liberal appropriation for that purpose. " ] 
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2 THE WAR, 4 ; z - 
Although we are far removed from the,seene of strife which, is devastat 
ing one portion of our country, we cannot be indifferent to the result of thi 
struggle. “We are a part of the great American Nation, and a, part of tha 
Nation we must ever remain. Her interests, her prosperity. and glory mus 
ever be dear'to the heart of every Joyal man, This unhallowed rebellioi 
had its origin in the lust for power and the Insane desire to extend and per 
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tuate human bondage. For years this conspiracy had been “plotting, titi 
t length, under the imbecile administration of James Buchanan, ìt threw 
ff all disguise and assumed the defiant attitude of treason Beginning:. 
crime and perfidy, i£ has sought to establish its power by atrocities ‘the ' a 
iost inhuman and appalling Ignoring the long established rules of civil-+' ^ 
zed warfare, it has prosecuted the war with a fiendish ferocity that would 

ìt to blush the most uncultivated savages When this war commenced, - Q^ 
aany in the loyal States, from a, long political-assoeciation with the leaders ^ 

t the rebellion, felt no little sympathy with their cause, and in most of-the! : 
uropean governments they, had active and influential advocates; but as, : 
he war has progressed their fiiends have deserted -them and they no? ^ 
inger hope for assistance from the Northern States or recognition from i 
broad. 'The issue is fully made up between loyalty and treason, the: 
pposing armies are in the field to decide the question by-the wager, of 7 - 
ttle, and between them there is no middle ground, The people of the: - d 
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mited States have decided with singular unanimity, in their recent elec- ze i $ 
jon for the prosecution of this war, which was inaugurated by' “rebels, ~ sot EL 
til every portion of the” country “acknowledges the Supremas of the,” ci RS 
onstitution. - 3 - — "d j 
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: PROSPECTS OR PEACE» . 
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It> gives me pleasure to congratulate you on the prospect of. a. spêedy a? 
ace ‘The power of the rebelion is al eady broken, our victorious 'armies;' Âc 
w oceupy the very heart of the rebellious states, ‘and thunder at gy 
tes of their capital As.true and loyal citizens of the United States, We ras 
lay well rejoice at the triumph of our National arms, and hope. with. i 
asonable assurance for the-restoration of peace, but it must be a peace A gn 
lat assures the integrity of our country; the vindication. of our National ug 
nor, and, the recognition of man's inahenable rights : : : awd: 
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3 ^ CONCLUSION. EV ga Se ree 
g e ^7 s. 
Again assuring you of my desire to co-operate with you in’ every” meas-" A o er 
e of public interest, and invoking. the benediction” of Heaven .upón: our. ted ž 
bors, I submit to your care and consideration the- manifold. interests ot deo ni 
r Territory _~- . 7 v Aa c E Wege e E 
j "4 (Signed) SIDNEY BDGERTON, Governor. Wo. ERA 
5e £^ S i Wy 
m EN E box ovt 7 Bannack,- Montaña, d L 
m the Montana Post, : Es. dst EE: Nu Rd dw RT $ i 
Saturday, December 24th, 1864 a E be 2207 > a 
a e e noo $ cof ^ " m Y » ho - D B TUE sho, à 
2 E Dc — i ou A es u^ dr vens ed 
FINE — . Rem MS "Wr m 
et. j , - 3 owl» HUNE: 
La um 3 zu ye ^ 7 EX ` x - T i a 
w^ â M WM $ x rue E . ze 
= rep) E 5, v Wc - å ^ P r 
at Wr pto a O cd Ss e 
MM e pem lu y ee | SS 2d 
+ ot = ge A as E 
+ a os s d 2 


